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(LESAB RODNEY'S RIDE, JULY 1776. 

[At the present time there is a proposition receiving considerable 
attention to erect a statue to Hon. Caesar Rodney, of Delaware, and 
also to mark the route of his memorable ride to the Congress, in Phila- 
delphia, to break the tie vote of the delegates from Delaware, on the 
resolution for independence. Hon. Thomas McKean, at his own expense, 
sent a mounted messenger to Rodney, urging his attendance when the 
final vote was to be taken. The following letters in the McKean Papers, 
Manuscript Division, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, are of interest 
in this connection.] 

Ccesar A. Rodney to Thomas McKean. 

Wilmington August 22 nd 1813. 
Honored & Dear Sir, 

I have long expected to see the journal of the stamp 
act congress published by itself on fine paper and with 
excellent type, and I was extremely desirous of pre- 
senting the last surviving patriot of that illustrious 
body with a copy of their proceedings printed in a 
style they so deservedly merit. But I have been dis- 
appointed & must now beg your acceptance of two 
numbers of the Register, containing the whole of their 
journal. The perusal of it, will remind you of other 
times when pure disinterested patriotism pervaded 
this country. At that early period you resolved, that 
no taxes could be imposed upon us, but by our own 
representatives. The same patriotic spirit directed us 
thro ' the revolution. Your letters to my uncle during 
the most perilous & trying seasons of that memorable 
contest breathe the most determined resistance to 
British oppressions, & manifest the most ardent zeal 
for the welfare of our country. I have carefully pre- 
served them. But by accident have lost or mislaid the 
letter you wrote to my uncle when at your own expense 
you dispatched an express for him to come to Philad* 
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& vote on the question of Independence, the States hav- 
ing been equally divided, & the state of Delaware itself, 
giving no vote, as you were for it, & Mr. Bead against 
it. I think you informed me, that you did not see him 
until you found him conversing with M r Read in the 
State-house yard. And that when he came into Con- 
gress, you rose & stated "that congress had been 
"equally divided on the great question, & that the 
"State of Delaware itself was also equally divided, & 
"it remained with him to give the casting vote. That 
"it was for this important purpose, you had, at your 
"own expense sent for him." Upon which he imme- 
diately observed, that he should vote for Independence 
as he believed all the honest men were in favor of it. 
I regret to loose a paper that would show how much 
the independence of this country depended on your own 
individual exertion, as nothing should be lost to poster- 
ity on as interesting a subject, I should be glad to 
receive from you when leisure will admit, the candid 
account you have given me of this important trans- 
action. 

I fear we have degenerated from our sires. The 
times have changed. Another age has succeeded. Your 
letters & those of your co-patriots of the revolution, 
might kindle the holy fire, tho' it seems nearly extin- 
guished. 

With every sentiment of respect affection & grati- 
tude I remain 

Yours Truly 

& Affectionately 

C. A. Rodney 

Thomas McKean to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Philadelphia September 22 d 1813. 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 22 d last month, with a copy of the 
.-journal of the Congress at New- York in October 1765, 



456 Ccesar Rodney's Ride, July 1776. 

printed in the Baltimore Register, came safe to hand. 
Not having heard of this publication, I had the pro- 
ceedings of that Body not the whole reprinted here 
about 2 months ago, from a copy I found in the 1st 
Vol. of "American Tracts" contained in four volumes 
octavo edited by J. Almon of London in 1767. Such 
an important transaction should not be unknown to the 
future historian. 

I recollect what passed in Congress in the beginning 
of July 1776 respecting Independence; it was not as 
you have conceived. On Monday the 1 st of July the 
question was taken in the committee of the whole, when 
the State of Pennsylvania represented by seven Gen- 
tlemen then present voted against it: Delaware, 
having then only two Representatives present was 
divided; all the other States voted in favor of it. 
Whereupon, without delay I sent an Express at my 
private expense for your honored Uncle Caesar Rod- 
ney Esquire, the remaining member for Delaware, 
whom I met at the State-house door, in his boots & 
spurrs, as the members were assembling; after a 
friendly salutation without a word on the business 
we went into the Hall of Congress together, and found 
we were among the latest: proceedings immediately 
commenced, and after a few minutes, the great ques- 
tion was put; when the vote for Delaware was called 
your uncle arose and said, "As I believe the choice of 
my Constituents and of all sensible & honest men is in 
favor of Independence & my own judgement concurs 
with them, I vote for Independence," or in words to 
the same effect. The State of Pennsylvania on the 4 th 
of July there being only five members present, Mess rs . 
Dickinson & Morris, who had in the committee of the 
whole voted against Independence were absent voted 
for it ; three to two Mess™. Willing & Humphries in the 
negative. Unanimity in the thirteen States, an all im- 
portant point on so great an occasion, was thus ob- 
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tained; the dissension of a single State might have 
produced very dangerous consequences. 

Now, that I am on the subject, I will tell you some 
truths, not generally known. In the printed public 
journal of Congress for 1776, vol. 2. it would appear, 
that the declaration of Independence was signed on the 
4 th July by the members, whose names are there in- 
serted; but the fact is not so, for no person signed it 
on that day nor for many days after, and among the 
names subscribed, one was against it, M r . Read, and 
seven were not in Congress on that day namely Mess rs . 
Morris, Rush, Clymer, Smith, Taylor & Ross of Penn- 
sylvania, and M r Thornton of New-Hampshire; nor 
were the six Gentlemen last named at that time mem- 
bers; the five for Pennsylvania were appointed Dele- 
gates by the Convention of that State on the 20 th July, 
and M r Thornton entered Congress for the first time on 
the 4 th of November following: when the names of 
Henry Wisner of New York & Thomas M c Kean of 
Delaware are not printed as subscribers, tho ' both were 
present and voted for Independence. 

Here false colours are certainly hung out; there is 
culpability somewhere. What I can offer as an apology 
or explanation is; that on the 4 th of July 1776 the 
declaration of Independence was ordered to be in- 
grossed on parchment & then to be signed, and I have 
been told, that a resolve had passed a few days after 
and was entered on the secret journal, that no person 
should have a seat in congress, during that year, until 
he should have signed the declaration, in order as I 
have been given to understand to prevent traitors or 
spies from worming themselves amongst us. I was not 
in Congress after the 4 th for some months, having 
marched with my regim* of associates of this city, as 
Colonel, to support General Washington until a flying 
camp of ten thousand men was completed. When the 
associators were discharged I returned to Philadelphia, 
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took my seat in Congress & then signed the declaration 
on parchment. Two days after I went to Newcastle, 
joined the Convention for forming a constitution for 
the future government for the State of Delaware hav- 
ing been elected a member for Newcastle county which 
I wrote in a tavern, without a book or any assistance. 

You may rely on the accuracy of the foregoing rela- 
tion. It is full time to print & publish the secret jour- 
nal of Congress during the Eevolution. 

I have thus answered your request, and trust it may 
reform errors. Accept, dear Sir, my best wishes for 
your happiness 

T. McKean. 
Caesar Augustus Rodney Esquire. 

Thomas McKean to John Adams. 

Philadelphia. Jan^ 27 th : 1814. 
Dear Sir, 

In your favor of the 26 th November last you say, 
"that you ventured to say, that about a third of the 
people of the Colonies were against the Eevolution." 
It required much reflection before I could fix my 
opinion on this subject, but on mature deliberation I 
conclude you are right, and that more than a third of 
influencial characters were against it. The opposition 
consisted chiefly of the Friends or Quakers, the Meno- 
nists, the Protestant Episcopalians, whose clergy re- 
ceived salaries from the Society for propogating the 
gospel in foreign parts; and from the oflicers of the 
Crown & Proprietors of provinces, with their con- 
nexions, adding the timid and those who believed, the 
colonies would be conquered, and that of course they 
would be safe in their persons & property from such 
conduct and also have a probability of obtaining office 
& distinction, and also the discontented & capricious of 
all grades. 
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I have not heard the specific sum of money M r C. J. 
Marshall received for his copy-right of the life of 
Washington, nor have I been able to obtain any certain 
information concerning it: but, if he obtained a sixth 
part of what you mention, I think he ought to be con- 
tented. 

During my protracted lif e I neither have had leisure 
or inclination to write a history, and at my present 
age it is out of the question. It is true, I have been 
often spoken to and even sollicited by a great many of 
my learned acquaintance to undertake that of the 
American Revolution, beginning at the year 1760 or 
before, among them, Doctor Rush, your former corre- 
spondent, was not the least anxious. 

Tho' I shall never write a history, I will give you 
an historical fact respecting the declaration of Inde- 
pendence, which may amuse, if not surprize. 

On the 1 st July 1776 the question was taken in the 
committee of the whole of Congress, when Pennsyl- 
vania represented by seven members then present, 
voted against it; 4 to 3. among the majority were 
Robert Morris & John Dickinson, Delaware having 
only two present, namely myself & M r Read was di- 
vided: all the other States voted in favor of it. The 
report was delayed until the 4 th & in the mean time I 
sent an express for Caesar Rodney to Dover in the 
county of Kent in Delaware, at my private expense, 
whom I met at the State-house door on the 4 th of July 
in his boots ; he resided eighty miles from the city, and 
just arrived as Congress met. The question was taken, 
Delaware voted in favor of Independence, Pennsyl- 
vania there being only five members present, Mess™ 
Dickinson & Morris absent voted also for it; Mess™ 
Willing & Humphries were against it. Thus the thir- 
teen States were unanimous in favor of Independence. 
Notwithstanding this, in the printed public journal of 
Congress for 1776, vol. 2. it appears, that the declara- 
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tion of Independence was declared on the 4 th of July 
1776, by the Gentlemen, whose names are there in- 
serted; whereas no person signed it on that day, & 
among the names there inserted, one Gentleman, 
namely George Eead Esquire, was not in favor of it; 
and seven were not in Congress on that day, namely 
Mess ra Morris, Bush, Clymer, Smith, Taylor & Ross, 
all of Pennsylvania, and M r Thornton of New-Hamp- 
shire, nor were the six Gentlemen last named members 
of Congress on the 4 th of July. The five for Pennsyl- 
vania were appointed Del agates by the Convention of 
that State on the 20 th of July, and M r Thornton took 
his seat in Congress for the first time on the 4 th Novem- 
ber following: when the names of Henry Wisner of 
New York and Thomas M c Kean of Delaware, are not 
printed as subscribers, tho' both were present in Con- 
gress on the 4 th of July & voted for Independence. 

Here false colours are certainly hung out; there is 
culpability somewhere: what I have heard as an ex- 
planation is as follows ; when the declaration was voted, 
it was ordered to be ingrossed on parchment and then 
signed, and that a few days afterwards a resolution 
was entered on the secret journal, that no person should 
have a seat in Congress during that year until he should 
have signed the declaration of Independence. After 
the 4 lh of July I was not in Congress for several months, 
having marched with a regiment of Associators as 
Colonel to support General Washington, until the fly- 
ing camp of ten thousand men was completed. When 
the associators were discharged, I returned to Phila- 
delphia, took my seat in Congress & signed my name 
to the declaration on parchment. This transaction 
should be truly stated, and the then secret journal 
should be made public. In the manuscript journal, M r 
Pickering, then Secretary of State, and myself saw a 
printed half sheet of paper, with the names of the 
members afterwards in the printed journals, stiched 
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in. We examined the parchment where my name is 
signed in my own hand-writing. 

A glimmering of peace appears in the Horizon ; may 
it be realized: but every preparation should be made 
for a continuance of the war. When the British arms 
have been succesful, I have never found their Rulers 
or Ministers otherwise than haughty, rude, imperious, 
nay insolent. They and their allies have this year been 
succesful, both in the North & South of Europe. 

My sight fades very fast, tho' my writing may not 
discover it. 

God bless you. 

Your 
Thomas M c Kean. 
His Excellency John Adams. 



